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THE Aer 
INSPIRATION 


OF THE 


HOLY SCRIPTURLKS. 
ASSERTED ann EXPLAINED; 


IN 
THREE DISSERTATIONS. 


IN WHICH 


A plain and rational Solution is atte mpted'to be given 
| to the following Enquiries, 
I. What Scriptures are divinely inſpired ? 
II. In what Senſe the Holy Scriptures are ſo ?. And 
III. What Proof we have of it ? 
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Ut rectè hec materia (ſcil. de inſpiratione librorum ſacrorum) intelli- 
gatur, varia annotanda ſunt. 1. Non neceſſe eſſe ſupponere ſpiritum 
ſanctum ſemper dictaſſe prophetis et Apoſtolis fingula verba, quibus 
uſi ſunt. 2. Innumera tamen ſeripſiſſe viros ſanctos ex peculiari ſpi- 
ritus ſancti ſuggeſtione, ut prophetias, quæ tum in V. tum in N. 
teſtamento leguntur. 3. Quzcam ſcripſiſſe, quæ non opus erat, ut 
ſpiritus ſanctus ſuggereret, ut ea quæ ipſi probe jam norant, quæ vide- 
rant, quæ audiverant, aut quæ ipſorum privata ſpectabant negotia, 
4. Nihil tamen ſeripſiſſe, niſi vel inſpirante ſpiritu, vel impellente ad 
frribendum, vel dirigente ; ita ut non paſſus fit ſpiritus eos ſcribentes 

in re qualibet etf minima errare, 

Picteti Theologia Chriſtiana, Lib. 1, cap, 7, 
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ALL SERIPTURE IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATIQN 
OF GOD. "Paul „ : 


T was principally owing to the labours of the 
- apoſtle Paul, that the knowledge of Chriſt 
had been diffuſed through Aſa Minor; in the 
principal cities of which: he had planted-Chrifs 


tian churches, and placed elders probiſhops 


over them. Among others. he had:placed:!Ti- 
mothy over the church of Epheſus;obne'of- the 
moſt renowned cities of that country. But how- 
ever diligent he had been in inſtructing the new 
converts in the genuine principles and diſcove- 
ries of the goſpel, and however faithful to their 
truſt. thoſe had been whom he had placed, as 
elders, over thoſe churches : yet, after his de- 
parture, his adverſaties found means to alienate 
the affections even of thoſe, ho had been molt 


warmly attached to him; and ſo univerſal was 
B their 
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their influence and authority, that (ſays he to 
Timothy, chap. 1. 15.) Thou knoweſt, that 
all they which are in Alia be turned away from 
me.” Perhaps the apoſtle's impriſonment and 
perſecution at Rome, contributed more than 
every other thing to cool men's affections, and 
tempt them to renounce their adherenee to him. 
Since it is too true in all ages, that few are 
thofe who are bold enough, and honeſt enough, 
to eſpouſe a cauſe, threatened with the venge- 
ance of the powers of this world, or even to 
own. any connection with its patrons, loaded 
with bonds, and overwhelmed with perſecution 


and Ae 


| Awigh this oppoſition of his evra; and 


to adhere with conſtancy to him, a perſecuted 
le of Chriſt, and to the uncorrupted truths 

the goſpel, which he had'taught him, chap. 
3. 13. Hold faſt the form of ſound words, 
which thou. haſt heard of me, in faith and love, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus.“ chap. ii. 1, 2. Thou 
therefore, my fon, be ftrong in the grace, which 
is in Chrift Jeſus. And the things that thou 
haſt heard of me among many witneſſes; the 
fame commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall 
be able to teach others alſo.” And that he 
might not be miſled by the fair ſpeeches of his 
adverſaries, and the falſe diſguiſes, under which 


they 


infidelity of his friends, Paul exhorrs Timothy 


66 


they may conceal themſelves; the apoſtle of · 
fers him two conſiderations: by attending to 
which, he might undoubtedly form a right judg- 
ment concerning himſelf, and his adyerſarics z 
and concerning their reſpective pretenſions and 


doctrines. 


The firſt of theſe is the ſame with that which 
our Saviour lays down, to direct us in judging 
concerning true and falſe prophets, Matt. vii. 
16. Ye ſhall know them by their fruits.“ 
He obſeryes to Timothy, that his adverſaries 
were men who creep into houſes, and lead cap- 
tive ſilly women, laden with fins, led away with 
divers lufts,” chap. iii. 6. Who reſiſt the 
truth, men of corrupt minds, reprobate concern- 
ing the faith,” ver. 8. That their ignorance 
and vices were become ſo notorious, that this 
alone would ſoon deſtroy their credit and in- 
fluence, ver. 9. But they ſhall proceed no 
further; for their folly ſhall be manifeſt unto 
all men.“ ver. 13. They were evil men, and 
ſeducers, waxing worſe and worſe, deceiving and 
being deceived.” That this was a true charac- 
ter of them, Timothy muſt be fully convinced 
as he dwelt among them, and could not be un- 
acquainted with the general tenor of their con- 
verſation and manners. On the other hand, he 
appeals to Timothy himſelf, who was perfectly 
well acquainted with the excellent and impor- 

B 2 rant 
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tant nature of thoſe truths which he taught; 
with the purity of his life ; with the patience 
and meekneſs, with which he ſupported the op- 
poſition raiſed againſt him; and with the dig- 
nity and firmneſs, with which he ſuffered perſe- 
cution, in defence of the goſpel which he preach- 
ed, ver. 10, 11. But thou haſt fully known 
my doctrine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, 
long · ſuffering, charity, patience, perſecutions, 
afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, at Leſtra;” This therefore was abun- 
dantly ſufficient to convince Timothy, that he 
had been faithful in publiſhing that divine re- 
velation, with which he had been entruſted. 
The uprightneſs and integrity of his whole con- 
duct, and his great ſuflerings in defence of the 
truths which he taught, excluded all ſuſpicion 
of his being a deceiver, and rendered his autho- 


rity worthy to be relied upon. On this foun- 
dation, therefore, he admoniſnes Timothy to 


adhere to the doctrine, which he had taught him, 
as to the genuine truth of God, chap: iii. 14. 
„But continue thou in the things which thou 
haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured of; knowing 
of whom thou haſt learned them.” 


The other rule, which the apoſtle gives him, 
is, to determine himſelf by the unerring and de- 
cifive ſtandard of holy Scripture. The Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament ſpeak of the com- 

ing, 
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ing, the ſufferings, the death, and the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt ;. the nature of his doctrines, and 
the excellency of his inſtructions. To theſe 
the apoſtle appeals; and deſires Timothy to 
judge of his doftrines by its conſiſtency and 
harmony with thoſe ancient Scriptures, ver. 15. 
And that from a child thou haſt known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which is in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus.” Now theſe Scriptures, in which 


he had been ſo early inſtructed, and with which 
he was ſo fully acquainted; are authentic and 
infallible evidences, as a teſtimony from God 
himſelf; becauſe all thoſe writings are divinely 
inſpired. All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God. This aſſertion of the apoſtle naturally 
ſuggeſts theſe following enquiries; to which 1 
Mall endeayour to give a plain and rational ſo- 
lution. 


K 


What we are to underſtand by thoſe 
| Scriptures, which the apoſtle here 
aſſerts to have been divinely inſpired, 
All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 


Ged. 
+ £23k rages i» 
In what /en/e thoſe ſcriptures were divinely 
inſpired ? 


B 3 SECT. 


Jews, Luke xxiv. 27, “ And beginning at Ma- 


'S. © 


era 


What proof we have of their bei ng dl - 
vinely inſpired ? 


erl. 

What we are to underſtand by thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which the apoſtle here aſſerts to 
have been divinely inſpired, All Scrip- 
ture is given by inſpiration of God. 


From the verſe immediately preceding the 
text, we learn that St. Paul comprehends, un- 
der the character of inſpired writings, all the 
ſacred ſcriptures of the Jews, all thoſe writ- 
ings which were accounced and received among 
them as holy, and of divine authority.“ And 
that from a child thou haſt known the holy 
ſcriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe 
unto ſalvation, * faith which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus.“ 


Now, what thoſe ſcriptures are, which were 
then admitted by the Jews to be ſacred and di- 
vine writings; we are expreſsly informed, by 
the Evangeliſt St. Luke, in that paſſage, where 
he makes mention of our Lord's explaining to 
his apoſtles, after his reſurrection, the numer- 
ous references to, and prophecies concerning 
himſelf, contained in the holy ſcriptures of the 


ſes, 


* 


1 
ſes, and all the Prophets, he expounded unto 


chem, in all the ſcriptures, the things concern- 
ing himſelf.” So then Moſes and the Prophets 
comprehend all thoſe ſcriptures which the Jews 
admitted to be of a divine character and au- 
thority. 


But then by the Prophets, we are not to un- 
derſtand preciſely thgſe books which have been 
handed down to us with the names of the Pro- 
phets inſcribed on them; and which are now 
by way of diſtinction from the other parts of 
the ſacred writings, denominated the books of 
the Prophets: I ſay, by the Prophets we are 
not to underſtand thoſe books to the excluſion 
of all others. For it is certain from the teſti- 
mony of our Lord, recorded by the ſame 
Evangeliſt St. Luke, that other writings be- 
ſides thoſe, particularly the book of Pſalms, 
were held by the Jews to be ſacred and divine 
ſcriptures, equally with the writings of Moſes, 
and with the books of the Prophets, Luke xxiv. 
44. And he ſaid unto them, thoſe are the 
words which I ſpake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things muſt be fulfilled which 
were written in the law of Moſes, and in the 


Prophets, and in the Pſalms concerning me.” 


Therefore by the Prophets we are to underſtand 
all thoſe writings which had been proved and 
acknowledged to have been compoſed by thoſe 

B 4 holy 


holy men, who had been confirmed by indiſpu- 
table teſtimontes to be zinſpired men, and, Pro- 
phets fent from God. And, accordingly, long 
before the time of our Saviour, the Jews had 
collected thoſr writings into one volume, to 
which the apoſtle to the Hebrews exprels]y ro- | 
fers, chap. x. 7. In the volume of the book | 
it is written of me.” This volume was uni- f 
verſally received, and acknowledged as ſacred | 
and infpired writings; and, as ſuch, diſtin. 
guiſhed from all other writings. So that this 
volume or collection being vatverſally acknow- t 
ledged to comprehend all their divinely inſpited a 

a 

t 

h 


records, and read and revered by all the people, 
as the oracles of God: from hence it came to 
be called, by way of eminence and diſtinction, 


the Scriptures or the writings. So the paſſage te 
of Iſaiah, which the Eonuch was reading. Acts te 
viti. 32. is ſaid to be © the place of the ſerip- vi 
ture which he read; and Apollos is celebrated, tl 
Acts xvili. 24. as mighty in the {criptures.” So Y 
Chriſt, and his apoſtles, every where refer to, h. 
and quote the ſcriptures as a volume, or col- is 
lection of writings, well known and fam! liar to pz 
all the Jews. over, it 
ha 

It is very certain, that this volume of ſacred WI 
writings, ſo frequently mentioned by Chriſt, hy 
and his apoſtles, under the title of the ſcrip- ba 
tures, is no other than the books at preſent = 


Con- 


which we now receive, as the genuine and au- 


| 
(.9 | | 
> comprehended in the Old Teſtament, This is 1 
ſufficiently proved by theſe two u 4 
5 4 
1 Firſt, We find quotations made by Chit 1 A | 
0 his apoſtles, from almoſt all the books at pre- 3 
. ſent contained in the Old Teſtament: or elſe, q 
* the authots of thoſe books are mentioned with A 
bs ſuch a reference to the ſubject and ſubſtance of | 
d their writings, as ſatisfactorily evinces, that the | 
is writings reterred to, were no other thah thoſe | 
# 


is 

1 thentic writings of thoſe authors. Thus the 1 

4 apoſtle James, exhorting the primitive Chriſti- | 

by ans to ſuffer afflictions with patience, ſpeaks of | 

0 the patience of Job, and of the happy iſſue of N 

n, his ſufferings, in ſuch terms, as leave no room 4 

wo to doubt, but that thole ſacred records, relating 4 

ts to Job, to which he refers, are precitely- thoſe 4 

p- very writings, which we at pre ſent receive under 1 

d, the title of the book of Job. James v. 11. 1 

80 is Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and a 

0, have ſcen the end of the Lord, that the Lord 

* is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.“ This A 

to paſſage exactly correſponds with the whole ſub- i 
ſtance and deſign of the hook of Job, now | 
handed down to us in the Old Teſtament; 

ed which is to diſplay and celebrate the patience, 

it, humility, and reſignation, with which Job 

p- bore his ſufferings; and. to illuſtrate -the final 

nt iſſue and event of thoſe afflictive diſpenſations 
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„ 
of Providence; and the great goodneſs and 
mercy of God in the recompenſe beſtowed on 
the illuſtrious ſufferer; when “ the Lord bleſſed 


the latter end of Job more than his beginning,” 
Job xlii. 12. 


Secondly, Another proof that this volume 
of the ſcriptures ſo frequently mentioned by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, contained the ſame 
writings as are now found in our Old Teſta- 
ment, is this: ſome hundreds of years before 
the birth of Chriſt, the ſacred ſcriptures of the 
Jews had been tranſlated into the Greek lan- 
guage, Now this ſame Greek verſion hath 


been preſerved to our times; and upon compar- 


ing the quotations made by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles from the facred ſcriptures of the 
Jews, with the correſpondent paſſages in this 
verſion ; we find, that all the numerous paſſages 
quoted from the ſcriptures of the Jews, are 
taken from this verſion. From hence it neceſ- 
ſarily follows, that Chriſt and his apoſtles did all 
acknowledge the authenticity of this verſion ; 
and that it contained a genuine tranſlation of 
the Jewiſh ſcriptures, which were received on 
all hands as divinely inſpired. But this Greek 
verſion comprehends the very ſame books of 
which our Old Teſtament is compoſed. Con- 
ſequently, the books of the Old Teſtament 
which have been faithfully preſerved to our 

times, 


(666 * 


times, compoſe that ſame volume of ſcriptures 
which Chriſt and his apoſtle refer to, as the 
oracles of God; and the apoſtle Paul in the 
text affirms to have been given by inſpiration 
of God. But I go on to obſerve, that 


The apoſtle, by all Scripture being given by 
inſpiration of God, probably underſtood and 
intended to aſſert: that, not only the Jewiſh 
ſcriptures, but the writings of the Evangeliſts 
and apoſtles of Chriſt were by divine inſpira- 
tion. Certain it is, that moſt of the books 
which compoſe the New Teſtament, vere writ- 
ten before this epiſtle to Timothy : as it was 
probably the laſt of all Paul's epiſtles. Now 
there is great reaſon to believe, that the apoſtle 
in this paſſage intended to eſtabliſh the infalli- 
ble truth and divine authority of thoſe writ- 
ings which were diſperſed, and had been re- 
ceived, throughout the churches, as containing 
genuine memoirs of Chriſt and his apoſtles ; 
the genuine truths and diſcoveries of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt; the genuine revelation of the 
will and counſcls of God relating to the ſalva- 
tion of a ſinful world. | 


The remarkable change of the expreſſion 
made uſe of in this, and the foregoing verſes, 
ſeems to afford a ſufficient foundation for ex- 
tending the interpretation of the paſſage in the 
text to the Chriſtian, as well as to the Jewiſh 

Scriptures. 
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Seriptures. In the former verſe, when the 


apoſtle is ſpeaking of the Jewiſh Scriptures ex- 
cluſively, he fays; © and that from a child thou 
haſt known the Holy Scriptures,” denoting 
thereby the Scriptures, univerſally known and 
received as holy, Whereas in the text he does 
not keep to the ſame manner of ſpeaking, and 
fay, the Scripture, or the Holy Scripture (as 
referring particularly to the Scriptures of 
which he had been before ſpeaking ; the Holy 
Scriptures which from a child Timothy had 


known) but he alters his manner of expreſſion, 


and ſays, all Scripture : as if he had ſaid; from a 
child thou haſt been brought acquainted with 
the ſacred Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, in 
conſequence of thy education in the Jewiſh 
religion: but, all Scripture, not only this,in which 
thou haſt been inſtructed from thy childhood; 
but zhoje others which have been written by 
the Evangeliſts and apoſtles of Chriſt, and par- 
ticularly by me, who have all received the 
Holy Ghoſt ſent to lead us into all truth, and 
who have been employed to preach the Goſpel, 
and diffuſe the knowledge of Chriſt : oll hoſe 
writings of ours, are, as well as the Holy Scrip— 
tyres of the Jews, given by inſpiration of 
God. 


But there is ſtil} a ſtronger reaſon to con- 
_ elude, that by all Scripture the apoſtle under- 
| ſtands, 


( 13 ) 
e ſtands, not only the writings of Moſes and. 


c the Prophets, but of the Evangeliſts and 1 
U Apoſtles; and, it is this: the Scriptures which bo 
8 Timothy had known from a child, were, as = 
d the apoſtle there deſcribes them, defectiye and 4 
s inſufficient for inſtructing men in, and com- | 
id pleating their falvation. To this knowledge I 
as of the Scriptures there muſt be added faith in 3 
of Chriſt, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſalvation. | 
ly And that from a child thou haſt known the 1 
1d Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee | 
n, wile unto ſalvation, through faith, which is in 4 
A Chriſt Jeſus.” And this is exactly agreeable to 4 
th the character otherwhere given us of the former x 
in diſpenſation of religion, ander Moſes and the 4 
ſh Prophets, Heb. vii. 18, 19. © There is verily a i | 
ch diſanulling of the commandmear going before, | f 
J; for the weak neſs and unprofitableneſs thereof, i 
by for the law made nothing perfect.“ Chap. 2 I. | 
ar- The law having a ſhadow of good things to 
he come, and not the very image of the things fl 
nd can never with thoſe facrifices, which they of- | 
el, fered year by year continually, make the 
oſe comers thereunto perfect.“ And, accordingly, 

ip- all thoſe who lived under that diſpenſation, 


of and enjoyed only the revelation' by Moſes and 
the Prophets are ſaid, Heb, xi. 39, 40. Not 

to have reccived the promiſe; God having pro- 

IN- vided ſome better thing for us, that they with- 
| out 
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dut us ſhould not be made perfect.“ But the 


Scripture, which in the text, the apoſtle ſays, 
is given by inſpiration of God, is ſo far from 
being defective or inſufficient in any thing relat- 
ing to the ſalvation of men, that on the contrary, 
it is here repreſented, as comprehending all 
things neceſſary for us to know, or to practice; 
ſo that hereby we are perfectly inſtructed, and 
qualified for every part of our duty; and con- 
ſequently, for ſecuring our juſtification with 
God and final ſalvation; “ and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſnefs, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good works,” Now this ſufficiency of Scrip- 
ture to make men * wiſe unto ſalvation,” to in- 
ſtruct them fully in all things relating to their 
knowledge and Practice, their duty and hap- 
pineſs; is true only of thoſe Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament, which contain all the great 


_ diſcoveries of the Chriſtian revelation, and hold 


forth to our view all the glad promiſes of life 
and immortality. So that while the law made 
nothing perfect, the bringing in of this better 
hope did, by the which we draw nigh unto 
God,” Heb. vii. 19. 


Theſe are my reaſons for concluding that the 
apoſtle here intended to aſſert the divine original 
and authority of the Scriptures, both of the 

Old 


=o & 2 0 =- 


G 08; 3 


Old and New Teſtament; that he might 
awaken us to a more ſerious and diligent at- 


tention to them, and ereate within us a deeper 


and more ſacred reverence of them, as writings 
given by inſpiration of God. And this leads me 
to the next thing I propoſed to ſpeak to. 


C2 QC Fi 16 \ 


In what ſenſe thoſe Scriptures were — 
infpired. 


All Scripture is given by inſpiration of God: 
By this is plainly meant in general, that the 
facred writers all wrote under the direction and 
influence of the ſpirit of God. The only end 
and intention of God's thus influencing, affiſting 
and inſtructing thoſe ſacred writers, in the com- 
poſition of their writings, was, that what was 
written by them, might be kept free from all er. 
ror and falſhood ; contain nothing but pure.geny- 
ine, and unad«1Iterated truth, and be received and 
believed as of infallible cerrajnty, ſealed and at- 
teſted to by the authority of God himſelf, Now 
then whatever influence and aſſiſtance from the 
ſpirit of God is ſufficient to anſwer this end; is 
fufficient to anſwer all the purpoſes of a divine 


inſpiration. And, therefore, each of thoſe ſa- 


cred writers is #ruly, and, to all important pur- 
poles, divinely inſpired, and his writings given 
by inſpiration of Gd; if by the influence and 


aſſiſtance of the ſpirit of God, his writings are 


preſerved 
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preſerved: free from all mixture of error and 
falſhood. But to anſwer this great end of di- 
vine inſpiration, the ſame degrees of influence 
and aſſiſtance, enlightening and inſt ruction from 
the ſpirit of God, are not nece ſſary and expedi- 
ent to all the ſacred writers alike; and there- 
fore when applied to different writers, divine 
inſpiration muſt admit of different ſenſes and 
limitations . To ſet this matter in a clear 
light, I propoſe to conſider ſeparately the dif- 
ferent ſubjects which employed the pens of the 
ſacred writers, or the different nature and ſub- 
ſtance of the ſacred writings. And for diſtinc- 
tion fake I ſhall divide theſe into the h1ftorical, 
the moral or devotional, and the \Propbeticel 
parts of Leriptuse. ga | 


ſt, As to the biftoricol part of een 
Hiftory, 1 is a narration of a ſeries of things and 
events; or an account of the tranſactions of 
men and nations. Now to write a true and au- 
thentic hiſtory, nothing more is requiſite to the 
writer, than that he have a competent k now- 
ledge of the affairs and tranſactions to be relat- 


0 ir is. ſufficient, 3 Dr. Nicholls, to a that the 
Holy Ghoſt afforded all the aſſiſtance which was neceſſary 
to make theſe to be infallible writings. Therefore we may 
be ſure, that the affiſtance was more or leſs, according as 
the ſubject which they wrote required, Conference with 


Theiſt. Part iv, p. 117. 


ed 3 


. 


ed; and unbiaſſed integrity to give a faithful re- 
lation of them. Neither of theſe qualifications 
of a true and faithful hiſtorian, require any ſu- 
pernatural interpoſition from God, or miracu- 
lous inſpiration from on high. A competent 
knowledge of the matters to be related may be 
obtained by being ourſelves eye· witneſſes of the 
things themſelves ; by information from other 
good and credible witneſſes of them ; or from 
genuine records and . monuments, conveyed 
down from the times in which they were tranſ- 
acted. And then, a natural reverence of truth, 
and a ſenſe of honour and juſtice, may be an 
effectual reſtraint from falſifying; and an effec- 
tual motive to a fair and juſt repreſentation of 
the characters and actions to be related. Thus 


= when 


»A perſon deſervedly revered for his piety and learning, 
was kind enough to reviſe theſe papers; and remarks, that 
for the hiſtory of the Patriarchs, and all that paſſed before, 
Moſes ſeems to have needed, and to have had ſupernatural 
aid. Whether Moſes could obtain any authentic infor- 
mation, from records or tradition, concerning the facts 
which he relates in this part of his hiſtory, is perhaps, 
more than can with certainty be determined at this diſ- 
tance of time. But I beg leave to obſerve, that, in the 
Judgment of many learned men, a conſiderable part of that 
Mythology, which has been handed down to us, from the 
Greeks and Romans, derived its original from perſons 
and events in thoſe early ages of the world. And, though 
perhaps, the knowledge of thoſe hiſtorical events, upon 
which thoſe fables were founded, was loſt among them, 


1 


1x. 08 long 


6 

when Moſes wrote the hiſtory of the Patriarchs; 
me coming forth of Iſrael from Egypt; and 
their travels through the wilderneſs : when Jo- 
ſine wrote the conqueſt of Canaan ; and the ſet- 
tlement of the Iſraelites in that country : when 


the authors of the books of Judges, Ruth, 
Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 


long before the times of thoſe authors whoſe works are 
come down to us: yet it is not improbable, that theſe 


fads were generally known, and well authenticated in the 
„ time of Moſes, and ſome ages after him, Add to this, 
i} that probably the Patriarchs, and their deſcendants, who 
$9 were not addicted to fables, as the idolatrous nations of 
x 1 the earth, were more likely to preſerve among them the 
32/4 knowledge of the principal events of thoſe early ages, and 
. particularly the hiſtory of their progenitors. If this be 
We allowed, perhaps it will not be thought unreaſonable to 


| ſuppoſe, that the conciſe hiſtory of Moſes was no more 

# [ than a collection of thoſe. facts, which had been conveyed | 
i fs down by authentic tradition concerning the Patriarchs, and | 
1 the more early ages of the world. But be that as it will, 

bis Moſes may at leaſt be ſuppoſed to write thoſe parts of his | 
hiſtory upon the information of others, ſo far as that in- ( 
formation reached. And where that information was < 
wanting, or dekcient, all my reaſoning on this fubject 7 
ſuppoſes, that he had a ſupernatural aid to ſupply that 0 
defect, and to preſerve him from error. Finally, if he 


had no ordinary means at all of information, relating to t 
this part of his hiſtory ; my reaſoning equally ſuppoſes l 
that he muſt have been entirely indebted to a ſupernatural I 
aid for information. And then this part of the Moſaic ti 

hiſtory will come more properly under the head of what I 
| bave called prophetical e A 
2 


Eſther, 


( 19 ) 
Ether, tote their reſpective hiſtories of thoſe 


ſeveral times and tranſactions therein related: 
when the Evangelifts wrote the life, the ſuffer- 
ings, the death, and reſurrection of Jeſus: when 
Luke wrote the hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſ- 
tles, and travels of Paul: thoſe ſeveral hiſtorians 
'did not ſtand in need of an extraordinary in- 
ſpiration, or a ſupernatural revelation from 


God, to inſtruct them in the knowledge of thoſe 


ſeveral tranſactions and events; nor of any ſu- 
pernatural qualification, but merely their own ap- 
proved fidelity and uprightneſs, to enable them 
to deliver a fair and genuine account of things. 


And accordingly we find, that ſeveral of thoſe 
ſacred writers, with reſpect to the hiſtorical 
part of their writings, 'place the credibility of 
the matters of fact which they relate, on the 
means and opportunities which they had, of 
fully and perfectly informing themſelves con- 


cerniag them; and on their own fidelity and the 


evidence they gave the world; that as they could 
not be deceived themſelves, ſo neither had they 
deceived others. So Lake appeals for the 
truth of thoſe things which he was about to de- 
liver concerning Jeſus, to the perfect know- 
ledge and underſtanding of all things relating 
to him, which he had derived from undoubted 
authorities and. eyc-witnefſes of all thoſe tranſ. 


actions, Luke i. 1—4. * Foraſmuch as many 


have taken in hand to ſet forth in order a de- 
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claration of thoſe things, which are moſt furely 
believed among us, even as they delivered 
them unto us, which from the beginning were 
eye · witneſſes, and miniſters of the word. It 
ſremed good to me alſo, having had perfect un- 


derſtanding of alt things from the very firſt, to 


write unto thee in order, moſt excellent Theo- 
philus. That thou mighteſt know the certain- 
ty of thoſe things wherein thou haſt been in- 
ſtruct 75 7 


Moreover, with reſpect to the moſt import- 
ant fact of the refurreftion of Chriſt ; upon 
which the truth of all his religion, and all 
our hopes of life and ſalvation depend; 
the Providence of God was pleaſed to confirm 
the truth of it to thoſe, who. were appointed to 
be the firſt preachers and publiſhers of it, in the 


ſame manner, in which all other hiſtorical facts 


are confirmed: not informing them of this great 
event by any ſupernatural inſpiration and reve- 
lation from himſelf; but by cauſing his ſon 
Jeſus to ſhew himſelf alive to them after his 
paſſion, by many infallible proofs, © being ſeen 
of them forty days, and ſpeaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God.“ Acts i. 3, 


So that however the "apoſtles were inſpired in 


other reſpects, yet this was made an indiſpen- 
fable qualification of an apoſtle at the time, 
when they choſe one in the room of Judas ; to 


have companied with the diſciples, all the time 
that 


- 
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chat the Lord Jeſus went in and out among 
them. Beginning ffom the baptiſm of John, 
unto that ſame day that he was taken up from 
them, in order to his being ordained to be a 
witneſs of his reſurrection,“ Acts i. 21, 22. 
So indiſpenſable was this qualification, that, to 
make Paul thus an eye-witnelſs of his reſurrec- 
tion, Chriſt ſhewed himſelf to him by a mira- 
culous appearance after his aſcenſion, 1 Cor. 
xv. 8. And t:.crefore John appeals for the 
truth of all thoſe matters of fact, which they 
had delivered to the world concerning Chriſt, 
to thoſe undoubted teſtimonies, and infallible 
evidences, which they had received, of the 
truth of thoſe things; in the fame manner as all 
other hiſtorians do, to eſtabliſh the truth and 
authenticity of their reſpective hiſtories. 1 John 
3. 1. 3. That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have ſeen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled of the word of life. That 
which we have ſeen and beard declare we unto 
you.“ 


Now from theſe obſervations it evidently ap- 
pears, that the hiſtorical part of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures were not % given by the inſpiration and 
Spirit of God; as that the events and matters 
ot fact contained in them, were revealed to the 
writers by a ſupernatural and miraculous inſpi- 
ration. No, the knowledge of theſe things was 
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acquired by natural and ordinary means; by 
the writer's ſeeing or hearing them himſelf; by 
the evidence of others who had ſeen or heard 
them; or by the information of ancient re- 
mains, monuments, or records, relating, to 
them, 


But then the biflorical part of Scripture way 


given by inſpiration of God in 4his ſenſe : as 


God, by the ſecret workings of his Proyidence, 
raiſed up, and moved holy and faithful men to 
undertake the writings of thoſe hiſtories : as 
under the guidance and direction of the ſame 


wiſe Providence of God they were led to a clear 


and certain knowledge concerning the perſons 
and things, whoſe hiſtory they were about to 
write; and furniſhed with opportunities of com- 
ing to a full acquaintance with all the impor- 
tant and intereſting circumſtances relating there- 
to: and farther, as the Spirit of God watched 


over them, directed, and influenced, and aſſiſted 


them in their writing: ſo far as to preſerve 
them from falling into thoſe errors and miſtakes 
and miſrepreſentations, to which men's fallibi- 
lity and imperfect views of things render them 
liable ; to ſuggeſt to their minds and memories 


ſuch events and circumſtances, as his own in- 
finite wiſdom ſaw need ful or expedient to be re- 


corded; and hereby to enable them to ct a! 
things in a fair, impartial, and genuine point 


of 
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of view +. In this way all the great ends and 
purpoſes of divine inſpiration are anſwered in 
_ thoſe hiſtorical memoirs of holy Scripture. 
God hath ſo moved and influenced, directed 
and guided thoſe ſacred hiſtorians, as have en- 
abled them to leave us their reſpective hiſtories, 
free from falſchood, of undoubted veracity, 
and infallible truth; worthy to be received 
and believed with a confidence due to the truths 
of God, under whoſe influence and guidance 
thoſe ſacred authors wrote. But this leads me 
to conlider, 158 Ta) 


— 


Secondly. In what ſenſe the moral or di vo- 
tional parts of Scripture were given by inſpi- 
ration of God. By the moral or devotional 
parts of Scripture, I underſtand thoſe. which 
ſpeak of God, his character and perfections, 
his providence and government over the world 
which treat of the love, gratitude, piety, Is 
obedience which we owe him; which encourage 
our trult in him, our hope in his favour and 


+ When they wrote, ſays Dr, Nicholls, bi/torically of 
matters of facts which they. themſelves had ſeen, or which 
had been reported to them by credible witneſſes; there 
was no reaſon that che ſubſtance of this hiſtory ſhould be re- 
vealed to them again; it was then ſufficient only to have 
their memories refreſhed, as our Saviour had promiſed them, 
and that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould ſo far inſpet them, a9 
they might not be guilty of any error in relation. Con- 
ſerenc ce with a Theiſt. Part 4. p. 117. 118, * 
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goodneſs; which contain adorations and praiſes 
of him, prayers and ſupplications to him; 
which include the moral duties life; warn 
us of the diſgrace, infamy, and deſtruction na- 
turally following from a courſe of tranſgreſſion 
and yiee; and ſet before our view, the honour, 
glory, and happineſs of a courſe of wiſdom and 
virtue. Such are the books of Job, the 
Pſalms, the Proyerbs, and the Eccleſiaſtes. 


Now it is evident to every one at firſt view; 
that truths of this moral, religious, and devoti- 
onal kind, do not opcefſacily require any ſuper- 
natural light and inſtruction. They may be 
known by the exerciſe of our own underſtand- 
ing; they may be diſcovered by our own dili- 
gent ſearch and enquiry. Juſt thoughts and 
ſentiments of God and his perfections, of his 
will and worfhip, of the pious and devout af. 
fections it becomes us to cheriſh towards him; 
of the natural duties and obligations of human 
life; may be the fruit of our own ſerious medi» 
tation and ſtudy, 


If we,only take a view of the works of cre- 
ation around us; and with a ſerious and atten- 
tive mind ſurvey the ſignatures of God's power 
and wiſdom, of his contrivance and deſign, of 
his- providential care and beneficence : we ſhall 
ſoon diſcover God and his perfections, our de- 

pendancg 
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$ pendance upon him, and our obligations to 
; him. We ſhall ſoon feel the devout affections 
of love and gratitude towards him, and of hope 
and joy in him, kindling up within out hearts 
into a ſacred flame, We ſhall ſoon be deeply 
G convinced of the reaſonableneſs of reſigning 
a ourſelves to him; of addreſſing our ſupplications 
| and prayers to him ; of honouring his name, and 
celebrating his praiſes with thankſgiving. From- 

this very conſideration it is, that the apoſtle vin- 

, dicates the ſeverity of God againſt the Gentile 
world; becauſe, though, they were favoured 
with no divine revelation, to enlighten and in- 
ſtru& them; yet that which may be known of 
4 God is manifeſt in them; for God hath 
ſnewed it unto them. For the inviſible 


— 


- md [| 


d things of him from the creation of the world are 
18 clearly ſcen, being underſtood by the things 
l which are made. even his eternal power and 
* godhead, ſo that they are without excule.” Rom, 


1, 19, 20, * And becauſe when they thus knew 
* /God” had all thoſe. fair and bright diſcoveries 
2 him, and of their obligations to him; * they 
/ glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, 


e- — e hk 8 
* but became vain in their imaginations, and their 
— fooliſh heart was darkened.“ v. 21. 

of Moreover, to acquaint ourſelves with the mo- 
” ral duties and virtues of life, we have nothing 
C- 


more to do, than to look into eur own hearts, 
oe and diligently examine the feelings and ſenti- 
ments of our own minds. There we ſhall find 


all 
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all che great outlines of our duty engraved in 
the faireſt characters. From thence we ſhall de- 
rive the moſt Juſt and ſublime notion of all thoſe 


. virtues, which it is the honour and happineſs 


of man, and the will of God, that we ſhould 
improve and practiſe, Rom. ii. 14. 18. For 
when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do 
by nature the things contained in the law; theſe, 
having not the law, are a law unto themſelves. 
Which ſhew the work of the law written in their 
hearts; their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, 
and their thoughts, the mean while acculing, 
or elſe excuſing one another.” 


It appears then upon the whole, that by the 
regular exerciſe of their own natural faculties, 
by the uſe of their own reaſon and underſtand- 


ing, by the exerciſe of ſerious and devout me- 


ditation, the ſacred writers might have ac- 
quired ſuch a Knowledge of God, and divine 
things; as may be ſuppoicd ſufficiently to qua- 
lify them for writing Moſe moral and devoti- 
onal compoſitions without any extraordinary 


illumination, or ſupernatural. aſſiſtance of the 


ſpirit of God. In the ſame manner as the wri- 
ters of the hiſtoriaal parts of Scripture might 
compole their hiſtories from their own know- 
ledge of the facts, or from the information of 
other good and credible witneſſes, or from au- 
thencic records and documents. 


But 


(27 9 


But then it is farther to be conſidered, that 
an impartial and candid mind, with a com. 
petent ſhare, of underſtanding, and with pro: 
per means of information, is. not liable to fall 
into any conſiderable errors, in relating hiſto- 
rical facts, and the events of real life. Whereas 
this is far from being the caſe, when we enter 
on ſpeculationsconcerning the attributes and per- 
fections of God; and the duties and obligations of 
man. Clouds and darkneſs are round about the 
throne of the Moſt High. Our views of his 
works and ways are ſo imperfect and ſuperſi- 
cial; the ends and counſels: of his providence ſo 
diſtant and obſcure, ſo deep and unfathomable; 
that we are often apt to miſtake the nobleſt de- 
ſigns of his wiſdom for blemiſhes and irregula- 
rities; and the tendereſt workings of his fa- 
therly goodneſs and compaſſion for unrelenting 
harſhneſs and ſeverity. Thus a man of the 
moſt enlightend underſtanding, and the moſt de- 
vout heart, is liable to admit into his thoughts 
wrong and unworthy conceptions of God; to 
give falſe: and injurious repreſentations of the 
divine conduct and government; and with Job, 
Chap. xlit. 3.“ to utter that he underſtood 
not, things too wonderful for him, which he 
knew not.“ So that God is an object too great 
for our little dim faculties: nor can the wit or 


wiſdom of man ever hope to delineate the cha- 


rafter, works, and ways of God, f:ce from error 
and 
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ſearches, their nobleſt writings on theſe ſubjects 


i 28 ) 


and miſtakes; free from all falſe and injurious 


repreſentations of him, without the ſuperna. 


tural illumination and influence of that ſpirit 
« who ſearcheth the deep things of God.” 


The ſame may be ſaid with reſpect to the 
duties and obligations of man. God's com- 
mandments are exceeding broad. And though 


reaſon and conſcience never fail, in particular 


eaſes, to ſapply men with light and direction 
ſufficient to guide them into the path of duty: 
yet ſo weak is the underſtanding ; ſo fallible 
the judgment; ſo numerous the prejudices ; fo 
impetuous the paſſions ; ſo bewitching the ſelf- 
flattery and deceitfulneſs of the heart, which 
the beſt minds complain of; that the moſt ho- 
neſt and vpright diſpoſition will find itfelf un- 
equal to the taſk of producing a fair and com- 
pleat delineation of the whole duty of man, 
free from error and miſtake, free from blem- 
iſnes and corruption; without being under the 
direction and guidance of a better ſpirit than 
it's own. For the truth fof theſe obſervations 
we need only to appeal to the productions of 
the ancient Pagan Philoſophers ;. who. muſt be 
acknowledged to have poſſeſſed the moſt 
Tthining abilities, and to have exerciſed them 
with the moſt intenſe and unwearied applica- 
tion; yet after all their labour and deep re- 
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are debaſed by àa mixture of many ſad errors 
important defects, and corrupt principles. 


Now keeping theſe obſervations in our view, 
let us conſider, what was the deſign of Provi- 
dence, in cauſing theſe Scriptures of the mo- 
ral and devotional kind to be written. And this 
will help us to form a juſt and right notion of 
that inſpiration by which they were written. Un- 


doubtedly, the great deſign and advantage of 


theſe writings was to ſupply the defect of all 
human compoſitions, relating to God and re- 
ligion; to furniſh men with juſt and worthy 
conceptions. of God, and right notions of his 
providence and government, pure from all error 


and miſrepreſentation; to warm our hearts with 


love and gratitude towards him, and truſt in 
him; to teach us the exerciſes of a pure devotion 
and filial piety, without any mixture of thoſe 


weak and unmanly ſuperſtitions, which have 


never failed to diſgrace the inventions of men 


in the worſhip of God; thus to help us to ce- 


lebrate his praiſes, and to pour out our ſuppli- 
cations before him, in a perfect conformity to 


his will, and to furniſh us with a complear 
rule of life and manners. So that men of all 
capacities might apply to theſe writings for 


* 


inſtruction, light, and guidance in the great 
things relating to God, religion, and duty; with- 
out any doubts and fears of being led by them 
8 Into 
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into error; and might give themſelves up to 
their direction in a full and confident perſua- 
ſion, that they will be infallible guides to them 
in the right knowledge and worſhip of God, 
ang wicu wrebed aan | 


We are Gen dbre⸗ to underſtand * the in- 
ſpiration of God, with reſpect to thir part 
of the ſaered Scripture; that God ſupplied 
the writers with that ſpirit of wiſdom and 
knowledge which might effectually preſerve 
them from falling into any error or miſtake; 
chat the holy ſpirit of God ſuggeſted to their 
minds right thoughts and ſentiments con- 
cerning all the great principles of religion; 
aided thein with extraordinary degrees of light 
and underſtanding z inſtilled into their minds 
the moſt -worthy and enlarged conceptions of 
God, and the moſt comprehenſi ve view of the 
duty of man; and kindled up within their 
hearts, ſuch pure, divine, and heavenly affec- 
tions; as might enable them to compoſe thoſe 
animated and ſublime ſtrains of devotion and 
piety, with which their writings abound'; and 
which, as they raiſe th-m above all human 
compoſitions, ſo render them a perfect model of 
the moſt rational worſhip of God; and of the 
moſt exalted communion with him in all the 
devour exerciſes of GAY enn and 
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To furniſh out fach writings, as thus ſpeak 
of God, his works, and his ways; without 
any error and falſhood; and to exhibit a fair 
and comptehenſive view: of the dury of man, 
without any corruption, blemiſh, or defect; is 
above the ordinary ſtrength of the human fa- 
culties, a too arduous taſk for the weak un. 
derſtanding and fallible judgment of man. 
Thoſe writers, therefore, of the moral and dei 
votio nal part of Scripture, whoſe writings Prot 
vidente intended to hand down to all futute ge- 
neratioas, as the genuine records of infallible 
and unerting truth, relating to the great and 
important principles concerning God and -relis 
gion; thoſe writers (I ſay} muſt be underſtood 
to be fo under the inſpiration of God, as that 
they received ſuperior degrees of inumination 
and direction of the fpirit of God than is com- 
mon to other good men. Their faculties muſt 
de in an extraordinary manner ſtrengthened. 
They muſt be furniſhed with a very enlarged 


underſtanding, and exact diſcernment of all the 


important truths of religion. They muſt be 
ſupplied with an infallibility of judgment, and 
a capacity of deciding with certainty concern. 
ing all things relating to the worſhip of God, 
and the duty of man: and they muſt be pre- 
ferved by ſupernatural means above the influ- 
ences of - thoſe, impreſſions, prejudices,” miſton- 
e and paſſions, which are ſo apt to lead 
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all other human authors into error, even the 
moſt learned and enlightened, in ſpite of all 
their wiſdom, penetration, and judgment. No 


leſs degree of inſpiration than this is ſufficient 


to anſwer the great ends and purpoſes of thoſe 
moral and devotional Scriptures: to keep thoſe 
writings free from all error, and to confirm to 
all ſucceeding generations, that they are the ſa- 
cred repolitories of pure and undefiled truth; 


ſo that * with aſſurance. of faith, and confidence 


of hope” we may give ourſelves up to their light 


and direction, in all our enquiries after God, in 
all our worſhip of him, and obedience to his 


will. 


, Thirdly. As to the prophetical parts of 
Scripture. Under this diviſion, is to be compre- 
hended all the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
which foretel any future changes and events 
about to happen to nations, or particular per- 
ſons; ſuch as thoſe relating to the captivity of 
Ifrael and Judah; to the judgments threatened 
againſt Tyre, Egypt, Babylon, and other neigh- 
bouring nations; and to the revolutions and 
downfal of the great monarchies ; the Baby loni- 
an, the Perſian, the Grecian, and the Roman. 
Such, allo, are thoſe which deſcribe the perſon, 
the. coming, the circumſtances, and Kingdom 
of the Meſſiah; likewiſe, all the prophecies of 


the New Teſtament ; ſuch as are thoſe relating 


to 
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to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the rejec- 
tion and diſperſion of the Jews, by our Savi- 
our ; the coming, the power, and the deſtruc- 
tion of Antichriſt, by the apoſtle Paul; and 
the ſucceſſive revolutions, ſufferings, and final 
triumph of the church and Kingdom of Chriſt, 
deſcribed in the book of the Revelations. 


Moreover, under this head of prophetical Scrip- 
ture are to be reckoned, not only prophecies pro- 
perly ſo called, bur all truths, and relations of 
things, and matters of fact which are above 
the inveſtigation of our own reaſon, and which 
lie beyond the reach of out own natural under- 
ſtanding and diſcernment : and all poſitive in- 
ſtitutions and ordinances in religion. Such in 
the Old Teſtament is the account given us of 
the creation of the heavens and the earth; of 
the formation and circumſtances, and fall of 
the firſt parents of mankind; the ſtatutes and 
commands, the ſacrifices and ceremonies of the 
law of Moſes. In the New Teſtament the 
whole diſpenſation of the grace of God: All 
thoſe counſels of God's wiſdom and goodneſs, 
there declared to us, for the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners: all the diſtinguiſhing truths and promiſes 
of the goſpel; as the promiſe of the pardon of 
ſin, of aur adoption into the houſe and family 
of God by Chriſt, of our being made the heirs 
of eternal life at preſent, and of a glorious and 
triumphant reſurrection ta the poſſeſſion of it at 
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hft ; alſo the diſcovery of a general and righte- 
ous judgment of the world by Jeſus Chriſt; 
the glories and terrors of his ſecond coming on 
this folemn occaſion; the excluſion of the 
wicked from the kingdom of God, and their 
confinement to a ſtate of miſery and horror; 
the honours and felicity to be conferred on 
good men, when gathered together in one, they 


mall be by their divine Saviour prefented be- 


fore the preſence, and introduced into the tem- 


ple and kingdom of God; there to hold an 


eternal communion and fellowſhip in a ſtate of 


erernally improving knowledge and wiſdom, of 


undefiled purity and undiſturbed harmony and 
peace, of conſummate, permanent, and ever- 
laſting bliſs, under the ſmiles of God, and in 
the enjoyment of every teſtimony of his favour 
and love. 


Theſe, among many other things of a like 
nature, are what 1 have here diſtinguiſhed under 
the character of prophetical Scriptures. And 


theſe are alt in the higheſt and ſtricteſt ſenſe 


written, by inſpiration of God. They are all of 
them- ſuch things 'as cannot be known by any 
other poſſible means, bur by a ſupernatural and 
immediate communication from God. The 
whole evidence of their truth ariſeth from the 
certainty of their having been divinely revealed. 
And the whole foundation, __ which men 
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believe them, is the teſtimony of God conveyed 
to men by ſome ſupernatural teaching and in- 
formation. 


All this is undeniably clear and certain from 
the very nature of the things themſelves. For 
inſtance; predit#tons, or a foretelling of things to 
come, is a thing abſolutely impoſſible ; unleſs to 
him, who knows the whole ſeries of events; 
who has the ſupreme management and direction 
of all the affairs and changes of the world, who 
influences and controuls all the hidden cauſes of 
things, and the ſecret ſprings of mens actions; 
and who rules all things according to the good 


* pleaſure of his will. To foretell, therefore, 


future things, is the prerogative of the moſt 
high God only. And to this, God appeals, as an 
indiſputable proof of his being the only God, 
and ſupteme Lord of all; in oppoſition to the 


falſe gods, whom the nations worſhipped. Ifa. 


xli. 21, 22, 23. Produce your cauſe, ſaith the 
Lord; bring forth your ſtrong reaſons, ſaith the 
king of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, 
and ſhew us what ſhall happen ; let them ſhew 
the former things, what they are, that we may 
confider them, and know the latter end of 
them ; or declare us things to come. Shew 
the things that are to come hereafter, that we 
may know, that ye are gods, ver. 26. Who hath 
declared from the beginning, that we may 
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And before time, that we may ſay, he is h- 


teous? Yea, there is none that ſheweth; yea, 
there is none that declareth; yea, there is none 


that heareth your words.“ 


So chap. xliv. 6, 7. 
% Thus ſaith the Lord, the king of Iſrael, and 
his redeemer the Lord of hoſts; I am the firſt, 
and I am the laft, and beſides me there is no 
god. And who, as I, ſhall call, and ſhall de- 
clare it, and ſet it in order for me, frnce I ap- 


pointed the ancient people? And the things 
that are to come? Let them ſhew unto them.“ 
Again; chap. xIvii. 5, 6, 7. *'I have even 
from the beginning declared it to thee ; before 
rr came to paſs, I ſhewed ir thee; leſt thou 
fhouldeſt ſay, mine 1dol-hath done them, and 
my graven image and my molten image harh 
commanded them. Thou haſt heard; fee all 


this; and will not ye declare it? | have ſhewed 


thee new things from this time, even hidden 
things, and thou didſt not know them. They 
are created now, and not from the beginning; 
even before the day when thou heardeſt them not, 
left thou ſhouldeſt ſay, behold, I knew them.” 


Preſcience then is here aſſerted to be the 
prerogative of God only. And from whence 
this vaſt comprehenſive knowledge; this infi- 
nite underſtanding, which penetrates through 
the dark veil of futurity, and ſurveys all the 
hidden ſeries of events, and changes, and revo- 
lutions of things? Evidently from hence; that 

God 
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God himſelf is the original ſource of all being. 


His counſel hath formed the plan; and his 
power hath reared the wonderful frame of 
things; and his wiſdom hath connected the 
whole chain of cauſes and effects. So that the 
whole ſucceſſion of events muſt lie open to his 
vicw v. 12, 13. Hearken unto me, O Jacob, 
and Iſracl, my called; I am he, I am the firſt, 
I alſo am the laſt. Mine hand alſo hath laid 
the foundation of the earth, and my right hand 
hath ſpanned the heavens: when I call unto 
them, - they ſtand up together.” As therefore 
future events can be known only to the ſupreme 
God and ruler of all things; ſo from him alone 
mult proceed all knowledge of furure events. 
And conſequently, ſuch a knowledge of future 
things muſt be derived from ſome immediate 
communication with him, or revelation from him; 


and every one who foretels thole future events 


muſt receive this knowledge by immediate il- 


lumination or inſpiration. of God. And upon 


this foundation the prophet challenges the at- 


tention of Iſrael to his meſſages, as an inſpired 
perſon; as one immediately taught and inſtruct- 


ed in all thoſe rhings by God himſelf, v. 16. 
Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I 
have not ſpoken in ſecret from the beginning: 
from the time, that it was, there am I: and 
now the Lord God, and his Spirit hath ſent 
me,” Moreover ; 
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As it is with reſpect to propbecies; ſo is it 
with reſpect to other ſecret and myſterious 
truths, which lie above the reach of our reafon 
and underſtanding. If they are Known at all; 
it muſt be by ſome ſupernatural light and in- 
formation from the original fountain of all 
truth. God alone can convey the knowledge of 
them, by ſuggeſting them immediately to the 
mind, or by ſome other extraordinary method 
of revealing them. He (ſaith Daniel, chap. 
©. 22.) revealeth the deep and ſecret things; 
he knoweth what is in the darkneſs, and the 
light dwelleth with him.“ Of the nature of 
theſe myſterious and inſcrutable truths is the 
account of the manner in which the heaven: 
and the earth were made: as likewiſe the ac- 
count given us of the fall of man; that labour, 
ſorrow, and death, were occaſioned by, and in- 
flicted as the puniſhment of fin, As no man 


was witneſs of the creation of the world, ſo no 


man can come to any knowledge of it, but by 
immediate communication from the Creator 
himſelf. As there is nothing in nature, or rea- 
ſon, from whence we can deduce; that death is 
the conſequence of Adam's ſin; ſo nothing but 
an immediate revelation from God, who origi- 
nally fixed and appointed, that this fin ſhould 
reign unta death, could bring us acquainted 


with this intereſting truth. In like manner the 


whale ſcheme of the go; pel of Chriſt : that God 
ſhould 


\ 
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ſhould ſend his only begotten ſon into the world; 
to preach the glad tidings of ſalvation to ſinful 


men; to invite them all, Jews and Gentiles, - 


without any diſt inction, to become reconciled 
to God, by the promiſe of pardon and eternal 
life: and that Chriſt ſhould die upon a croſs, 
and be raiſed up the third day, to confirm to us 
thoſe great promiſes of forgiveneſs and eternal 
life: thoſe are ſuch wonderful counſels of grace 
and mercy, as infinitely tranſcend all the wit 
and wiſdom of men to contrive ; all the moſt 
enlightened. reaſon to diſcover; and all the moſt 
ſanguine expectations to look and hope for. 


The apoſtle therefore; 1. Cor. 2, 7. ſtiles it 
* the wiſdom of God in'a myſtery, even the 
hidden wiſdom, which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory.” Col. 1. 26. © The 
myſtery which hath been hid from ages, and 
from generations.” Epheſ. iii. 9. The 
myſtery which from the beginning of the 


world hath been hid in God, who created all 


things by Jeſus Chriſt.“ And from hence is to 
be underſtood, in what ſenſe the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
when he tells us, 1 Cor. xii. 3. That no 
man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt.” This myſtery conſequently 
could have been made known unto men only 
by an immediate communication from God 
himſelf, God himſelf could alone unfold and 
explain thoſe counſels of his grace and mercy, 


And, 
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And, therefore, all the knowledge which men 
enjoy of them, muſt be by means of ſome ſu- 
pernatural revelation from God himſelf, Ei- 
ther this knowledge muſt have been conveyed 
to men by ſome externa] declaration of this 
part of the divine mind and will: or it muſt 
have been infuſed into their minds by ſome ex- 
traordinary method of enlightening and in- 
ſtructing them. So that all the various truths 
and diſcoveries, relating to this great diſpenſa- 
tion of God by Jeſus Chriſt, which either 
Chriſt taught, or concerning which the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles wrote, were all received by 
divine - inſpiration , were all the effects of ſu- 
pernatural light and information. This is 
agreeable to what the apoſtle expreſsly aſſerts, 
Epheſ. iii. 3. 5. * That by revelation God made 
known unto me the myſtery, which in other 


ages was not made known unto the ſons of 
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apoſtles 


and prophets by the ſpirit,” The fame thing 
is as expreſsly and clearly aſſerted by the ſame 
apoſtle; 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. Eye hath pot ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him; but God hath 
revealed them unto us by his ſpirit; for the 
ſpirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God.“ And he adds the very reaſon, 
which I have been above giving, to ſhew ; that 

| all 
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n all truths, tranſcending the power of our reaſon 
. muſt be known unto men, by the immediate 
' inſpiration and enlightening of the ſpirit of 
d God: and that is; becauſe God alone, his mind 
is and ſpirit only, contrived thoſe counſels, and 
ſt knoweth all the truths relating thereto. v. 11. 
= For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
1- fave the ſpirit of man which is in him? Even 
18 ſo the things of God knoweth no man, * 
a. the ſpirit of God.“ | 
er 15 
n- Laſtly; As the above truths, ſo all pofitive 
5 rites and ordinances in religion, any where 
1— commanded in Scripture, were inſtituted by 
18 the immediate appointment of God. And, in- 
8. deed, all their authority and obligation ariſes 
le from this conſideration only; that they are the 
er appointment of God. Accordingly, all the 
of frame and conſtitution, the ſtatutes and ſacri- 
es fices of the law of Moſes were ſettled and eſta- 
ng g 
4 It is therefore undeniable, as Dr, Nicholls remarks, 
n, that where any new divine truths are delivered by them, 
he which were not taught them by Chriſt when he was upon 
re- earth, there it is neceſſary to aſſert that the whole of thoſe 
th were immediately inſpired into their minds by the Holy 
bo Ghoſt ; becauſe ſuch truths could not be the reſult of their 
human pnderſtanding or reaſoning, nor yet the treaſure of 
8³ their memory, and therefore could come into their minds 
on, no other way but by inſpiration. Conference with a 
lat Theiſt. Part. 4. p. 118. a 
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( 42 ) 
blimed under the immediate direction of God, 
and in conformity to his revealed will. Look 
(fays God, Ex. xxv. 40.) that thou make them 


after their pattern which was ſhewed thee in the 
mount.” 130 


Upon the whole then it appears; that all 
thoſe various parts of prophetical Scripture 


were received from the ſupernatural illumina- 


tion of the ſpirit of God; and in the higheſt 
and ſtridteſt ſenſe written by inſpiration F God. 
And as all thoſe feveral parts of the prophetical 
Scriptures were received by unmediate and ſu- 
pernatural revelation ; fo various were the me- 
thods, which..the.unſearchable wiſdom of God 
was pleaſed to make uſe of, to communicate 
thoſe diſcoveries of his mind and will. Heb. 
ij. 1. God at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake in times paſt unto the fathers 
by the Propets. Sometimes. he revealed him- 


ſelf by viſions, and by dreams; which ſeems 


to have been the method, generally made uſe of 
by God, to inſpire the ancient Prophets with 
the knowledge. of future events. Sometimes 
God ſpake (as he did unto Moſes ; Ex. xxxiii. 
11.) “ face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto 
his friend.” In a ſtill higher and more ex- 
alted ſenſe God revealed his counſels to our 
bleſſed Saviour. John v. 20. For the Father 
joveth the Son, and ſheweth him all. things 

that 
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that himſelf doeth.” Chap. vi. 46. Not 
that any man hath feen the Father, fave he 
which is of God, he hath ſeen the Father.“ 
The way, in which God was pleaſed to commu- 
nicate his mind and will to the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles, ſeems to have been by ſecret impreſ. 
fions on their minds; by opening their under- 
ſtandings; conveying to them additional de- 
grees of light and information; and thus ſup- 
plying them with a full and comprehenſive 
knowledge of all truth: and ſo under the influ- 
ences of this divine inſpiration, and the impulſe 
of this divine ſpirit, they taught and wrote. 


Having thus explained teu with all the 
preciion-and clearneſs, of which | am capable; 
in «hat ſenſe all Scripture is given by inſpiration 
of God: there remains but one enquiry more 
under this head ; and that is ; whether the words 
and language of Scripture are by divine inſpira- 
tion? In anſwer to this enquiry ; it ſeems to be 
now pretty generally agreed on among the ju- 
dicious advocates for chriſtianity : that the holy 
ſpirit of God inſpired the ſacred writers with 
juſt ſentiments of all the great truths of the 
goſpel, and preſerved them free from all error; 
but then left them to expreſs thoſe truths in 
their own words and language. This ſeems pret- 
ty plainly to be the truth of the caſe from the 
writings themſclves of the ſacred Scriptures, 
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For if the whole were penned in the very words 


and language of the Holy Ghoſt : we might 
| Have expected to have found all the Scriptures 


written in a language uniformly pure and per- 
fect; and carrying with it, as the doctrines of 
revelation do, plain marks and characters of it's 


divine original; and above the common capaci- 


ties of meer men: but nothing of this appears. 
The ſtile is very various, and ſuitable to the 
different characters and acquirements of the ſe- 
veral authors; and accompanied with many im- 
perfections and defects, in the ſame manner as 
all other writings of human compoſition are. 
The ground of the contrary ſuppoſition is this. 


Becauſe we believe the Scriptures to be the beſt 


book in the world; containing more rational 
and excellent notions of religion, than were ever 
taught the world before; and a ſupernatural re- 
velation of the mind and will of God; there- 
fore this book muſt be written in the moſt pure 
and perfect language. But this way of reaſon- 
ing is fallacious, and proceeds upon miſtaken 


principles. The only end and intention of 


God, in giving a revelation to men, is to com- 


municate to them certain religious truths, and to 


inculcate certain religious precepts on their 


practice. The only end and intention of com- 


mitting thoſe truths and precepts to writing is, 
that all ſucceeding generations of men may 


have the means of inſtructing themſelves in the 
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knowledge of them. If then the language of 


Scripture is conformable to thoſe general prin- 
ciples and rules, whereby it may be fairly inter- 
preted, and the genuine meaning of it diſco- 
vered; the whole intention of revelation is an- 
ſwered. 


Had it been intended by Providence, to 
teach men, not only truth and virtue, but 
rhetoric and the art of fine compoſition; we 
might have expected to find in the Scriptures 
the ſtricteſt purity of language, and higheſt 
elegancy of expreffion. But as this was no 
part of the deſign, we might as well have ex- 
pected to find the ſacred writers, men of the 
ſublimeſt genius and profoundeſt learning; as 
expect to find a faultleſs ſtructure of words in 
their compoſitions, With reſpect to the apoſ- 
tles, in particular, our Saviour tells us; that 
the ſpirit of God was to lead them into all 
truth ;” but not into all the beauties: of lan- 
guage 7. This was no part of his office; and, 
therefore, there is no reaſon to believe the lan- 
guage of Seripture to be of his inſpiration. 
While he preferved the apoſtles from error, he 


Me are to expect from him therefore, as Gellius ex- 
prefles himſelf in a caſe ſomewhat ſimilar to this: Non 
virtutes dignitateſque verborum, ſed rem ipſam ſeirt. 
Noct. Attic, E. 1. Cap, 23. Edit. „ 
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[i necompliſhed the offiee aſſigned him. It was 
* beyond the defign of his appointment to dictate 
. words and language to them. From hence we 
have reaſon to conclude, that he left them to 
expreſs things in their own way. Beſides; 


9 With reſpect to the writers of the New Tef. 
3 tament. id. particular, the interpoſition of the 
44 ſpirit, of God, to inſpire them with the arts of 
. >. fine. compoſition, and to dictate to them the 
* elegances of words and language, would have 
wn weakened. the evidences, and prejudiced the 
N L important intereſts of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
1 Thoſe defects in language and compoſition, 
Al which are obſervable in the evangelical and 
3 apoſtolic writings, inſtead of being unfavoura- 


ble to the chriſtian cauſe, afford a ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive argument of it's divinity. Had 
thoſe writings been embelliſhed with all the or- 
naments of language and oratory; which might 
have been naturally expected from the inſpirati- 
on of the ſpirit of God: this would have fur- 
niſhed probable grounds for ſuſpicion; that the 
apoſtles had received a polite and learned edu- 
cation. And it is eaſy to foreſee, what would 
be the conſequence. Such a ſuſpicion, once 
admitted, would render it at leaſt more 
credible; that chriſtianity was an invention of 
the apoſtles, For however ſuperior to all the 


philolophy of the world, at that time the 
chriſtian 
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chriſtian fyſtem of morals . may be allowed to 
be; and, however unlikely that it's glorious 
diſcoveries ſhould be the offspring of human 
wit: yet ſurely it muſt be allowed, that genius 
improved by learning is more capable of fram- 
ing ſuch a religion, than uncultivated nature 
and unlettered wit. So that ſuch a perfection of 
language and oratory, as is contenfed- for by 
ſome, would rather weaken, than give any ad- 
ditional ſtrength to, the evidence of ſcriptural 
inſpiration. Accordingly, St. Paul utterly dif- 
claims the uſe of all the ornaments of lan- 
guage, 1. Cor. ii. 1. And I, brethren, when [ 
came to you, came not with excellency of 
ſpeech, or of wiſdom, declaring unto you 
the teſtimony of God.” v. 4. 35. And my 
ſpeech and my preaching was not with enticing, 
words of man's wiſdom, but in demonſtra- 
tion of the ſpirit and of power. That your 
faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, 
but 1n the power of God.” And his adverſa- 
ries by way of contempr reproached him with 
this, 2. Cor. x. 10, That © as his bodily 


preſence was weak, ſo his ſpeech was contemp- 
tible.“ | 


Moreover ; There is one preſumptive argu- 
ment of great weight, which is uſually made 
uſe of in favour of chriſtianity. And, that is; 
the ſpeedy and wonderful propagation of the 
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gofpel through the countries of Greece and 
Rome, by the moſt unlikely inſtruments, by 
men unaſſiſted by any human power or learn- 
ing to recommend their doctrines; which con- 
cludes ſtrongly in proof of a divine power, ac- 
companying the firſt preachers of this religion. 
But if the apoſtles ſpoke and wrote with ſuch 
purity and elegance of diction, as is preſumed 


by thoſe, who aſcribe their language to the in- 


fpiration of the Holy Spirit: it may plauſibly 
be ſaid, that there is no great occaſion for in- 
troducing a divinity to ſolve this difficulty, 


Among the Greeks and Romans, the beauties 
of ſtile and compoſition were almoſt adored ; 
and wonderful were the effects, which the pow- 
ers of language and oratory produced upon 
them, It is, therefore, nothing more than 
natural, that perſons furniſhed with this divine 
purity and ſublimity of language, ſhould be uni- 
verſally followed and admired. Some may, 
therefore, think it not very myſterious; that 
with theſe advantages the apoſtles ſhould be fo 
ſucceſsful, as they were, in propogating chrif- 
tianity among ſuch nations as the Greeks and 
Romans. It may rather ſeem ſurprizing ; that 
they were nut more univerſally admired and 
followed, than in fact they were: that while 
they charmed the multitude; they were not at 
the ſame time careſſed, admired, and followed 
by men of polite and liberal education, by all 

| of 
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of any eminence for learning and wiſdom. 
Whereas. their preaching had a quite oppoſite 
effect upon men of this character; by theſe 
they were almoſt univerſally neglected and de- 
ſpiſed. The principal influence which their in- 
ſtructions had, was confined to the rude unlet- 
tered minds of the common people, as we learn 
from, 1. Cor. i. xxvi. For ye ſee your cal- 
ling, brethren, how that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh are called.” When Sr. Paul ar 
Athens met with the Epicurean and Stoic Phi- 
loſophers, they ſpeak of him with remarkable 
contempt, Acts xvii. 18. © Some ſaid, what 
will this babler ſay?“ And when that he had 
delivered his famous oration before them, it 
ſeems to have met with no conſiderable ſucceſs 
among them, V. 32. ſome mocked, others ſaid, 
we will hear thee again of this matter.“ But 
had St. Paul's diſcourſe been adorned with all 
the divine beauties of an inſpired diction ; he 
would at leaſt have undoubtedly commanded 
the attention and admiration of every man of a 
liberal education in that aſſembly. However the 
apoſtle aſſigns this as the true reaſon, why he 


was ſo univerſally deſpiſed among the wiſe, the 


learned, and the polite: becauſe he applied 
himſelf ſolely to preach the revealed truths of 
the goſpel, and to confirm them by the opera- 
tion of miracles, without deriving any aſſiſt- 
ance from the powers of language, from the 
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choice, arrangement, and ſtructure of words, 1 Cor. 
ii. 4. And my ſpeech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man's wiſdom ;” (was 
accompanied with nothing reſembling any hu- 
man art of perſuaſion) © but in demonſtration 
of the ſpirit and of power” (declaring what the 
ſpirit of God had taught, and producing the mi- 
raculous proofs of this doctrine.) And the 
apoſtle tells us the grand intention of Provi- 
dence in rejecting all the advantages of lan- 
guage and oratory. Chap. i. xxix. That no 
fleſh ſhall glory in his preſence.” Chap. ii. g. 
« 'That your faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom 
of men, but in the power of God.” That no 
human art, wit, or contrivance of any kind 
might ſeem to have influenced men to believe 


and receive the goſpel ; that all ſuſpicions of 


impoſture and deceit in the preachers of the 
golpel might be eſſectually excluded; that no- 
thing might appear to have contributed to the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, beſides the native excel- 
lencies of it's doctrine, and the overbearing evi- 
dences of it's divinity, ariſing from the miracles 
produced in proof of it; that it might carry the 
ſtrongeſt poſſible conviction with it; that, not 
the wiſdom of men, but the fountain of power 
and truth is the author of it. Now this nobleſt 
and beſt of ends has been fully anſwered here- 
by, to the confuſion of the enemies of chriſti- 
gaity, and to the triumph of it's friends. The 

Preachers 
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preachers 'of the goſpel were men deſtitute of 
power, influence, reputation; the matters F 
fact, which they related, and the truths whic 
they taught, were delivered in a rude, unformed 


ſtile; accompanied with many barbarous idioms 
of language; without any ſtudied choice of 
words, elegancies of ſpeech, gracefulneſs of ex- 
preſſion, or other arts of reaſoning and perſua- 
ſion. Yet amidſt the polite, the learned, the phi- 
loſophical Greeks and Romans was the goſpel 
planted, eſtabliſhed, and at laſt univerſally re- 
ceived z and all contrary ſyſtems of philoſophy 
and religion, all rooted ſuperſtitions, finally abo- 
liſned by-it's influence. 


But after all that has been ſaid, it does not 
follow; that on ſome ſpecial occaſions the ſpirit 
of God did not ſuggeſt tothe mind of the writer 
{ome ſuitable words and expreſſions ; where the 
nature of the ſubject, or the infirmity of the 
writer, rendered ſuch ſupernatural aſſiſtance ne- 
ceſſary. Many of the ſubjects, which employed 


the pens of the ſacred writers, are either ſo ab- 
ſtruſe or ſublime in their own nature; that it 
may be eaſily ſuppoſed above the capacity of 
him, to whom they were firſt revealed, to find 
out fit words and expreſſions, whereby to com- 
municate to others clear and juſt conceptions 


of what he delivers; ſo as to anſwer the great 


purpoſes of divine wiſdom in revealing them, 
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This ſeems to have been the caſe of the Prophets 
in delivering their prophecies, and in explaining 
their predictions of future events. The ſpirit of 
God ſeems to have directed them to the particu- 
lar words and expreſſions, figures and meta- 
phors, under which they were to repreſent 
them. So that theſe predictions might be ex- 
preſſed with ſo much clearneſs and preciſion ; as 
that when the events came to paſs, the prophe- 
cies might appear to be evidently accompliſhed : 
and, at the ſame time, might be written with 
ſuch a degree of obſcurity, and veiled over with 
ſuch metaphors, as might ſerve to conceal their 
true reference from the prying diſcernment of 
curious men; *till ſuch time as the events them- 
ſelves ſnould come to paſs. Nothing leſs than an 
immediate divine direction ſeems to me to be 
ſufficient to accompliſh this important purpoſe: 
and, therefore, I ſhould think, that St. Peter's 
words are to be taken in their ſtricteſt ſenſe, 2 
Ep. i. 21. Holy men of God ſpake“ (lite- 
rally and ſtrictly, ſpake) © as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt” (who dictated to them the 


| words and expreſſions proper for them to make 


ule of.) 


Beſides propheties the Scriptures contain a 


revelation of great myſtries: an account of the 


counſels of divine providence and grace, which 


trom the beginning of the world had been hid 
in 


in God, beyond the reach of all human ſearch 


5 and knowledge. 1. Cor. ii. 7. We ſpeak the 
8 wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even the hidden 
f wiſdom which God ordained before the world | 
. unto our glory. Ver. 10. The deep things of | 
9 God.” Things quite new and unheard of before, 
IT and with which men were utterly unacquainted: 
be | truths, which had never occurred to the human 
as mind and thoughts: diſcoveries, which had 
_ never been treated of in human language, diſ- 
]: courſe, or writings. Ver. ix. 10.“ Eye hath 
th not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
th into the heart of man the things which God 
eir hath repared for them that love him. But God 
of hath revealed them unto us by his ſpirit.“ It 
m- is very natural to think, and eaſy to comprehend 
an therefore; that the perſons, to whom thoſe truths 
be and diſcoveries were firſt revealed, might be ve- 
e: ry inſufficient and unqualified to give a clear and 
r's Juſt explication of them in their diſcourſes and 
2 writings without a ſupernatural direction and 
te- aſſiſtance. In like manner as when St. Paul 
red was caught up into paradiſe; and there had 
the ſuch diſcoveries communicated to him, as he 


ike was incapable of explaining, or making known, 
in words to others, 2 Cor. xii. 4. He was 
caught up into paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable 


= words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
the utter,” 
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On ſuch ſubjects as theſe, and on all other 
important occaſions therefore, when the ſacred 
writers ſtood in need of a divine aſſiſtance, to 
direct them to proper words and expreſſions; 
it is not to be doubted, but that the Spfrit of 
God afforded them all the neceſſary aſſiſtance. 
Perhaps, ſo much is implied in our Saviour's 
promiſe to his diſciples. Luke, xxi. 13. I 
will give vou a mouth and wiſdom, which all 
your adverſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay, 
nor reſiſt.“ He would not only furniſh them 
with wiſdom, to inſtruct them what to anſwer ; 
but-with a mouth, to enable them to anſwer in 
ſuch a manner, and in ſuch words, as might be 
moſt eonducive to ſilence and confound their 
adverſaries. And, perhaps, it is fuch a divine 
direction and aſſiſtance, which the apoſtle un- 
derſtands by © the gift of utterance,” in which, 
he tells us, that the Corinthians abounded. 2. 
Epiſt. viii. 7. And agreeable to theſe obſerva- 
tions St. Paul ſpeaking of thoſe deep things of 
God; thoſe great truths, which eye had not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor. had entered into the 
heart of man; that myſtery, and hidden wiſ- 
dom, which had now been revealed to the 


apoſtles by the Spirit of God; he ſays, 1 Cor. 


MH. 13. Which things alſo we ſpeak not in the 
words, which man's wiſdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghoſt reacherh,” 
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Having thus conſidered, at large, the moſt 


important things, relating to the /e, in which 
the Scriptures were divinely inſpired, I proceed; 


Taizpty. To conſider what proof we have 
of their being divinely inſpired. 


1 flatter myſelf, that if what I have ſaid 
above concerning the ſenſe in which the ſcrip- 
tures were inſpired, be calmly and attentively 
conſidered ; it will be found, that the notion of 
a divine inſpiration comprehends in it nothing 
irrational or, abſurd : and that every revelation 
from God muſt be communicated to men by 
ſuch a divine inſpiration, as 1s ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve the publiſhers of it from all error, and to 
jead them to the knowledge of all thoſe truths, 
which they are to make known and to explain. 
Surely, if any thing is agreeable to the reaſon 
and judgment of mankind, or in it's own nature 
credible, it is this, that God, who is the father 
of our ſpirits, and intimately preſent with them, 
and has all their powers of thought and action 
abſolutely under his influence; can with infi- 
nite eaſe communicate to them whatever truths 
and diſcoveries his owh wiſdom and goodneſs 
ſee fit; and enable them to convey this know- 
ledge to others in diſcourſe or in writing. No 
leſs evident is it, that when the truths and diſco- 
veries related are not received immediately 
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from the divine illumination of the Spirit of 
God ; but are derived from other ſources, as 
from the writers own ſenſes, or from the infor- 
mation of others, or from his own natural light 
or underſtanding, which is the caſe in the þ:/- 
torical and moral parts of Scripture : God may 
by the ſecret influences of his Providence or 
Spirit effectually preſerve and guard the writer 
trom all thoſe errors and falſhoods, which min- 
ole themſelves with all writings meerly of hu- 
man production. Now it theſe notions of in- 
ſpiration be allowed to be in themſelves rational 
and free from abſurdity ; it will obviate almoſt 
every objection of any conſequence, which 
hath been raiſed, againſt the inſpiration of the 
Scriptures. Moſt of the prejudices raiſed 
againſt it; moſt of the cavils of unbelievers 
have been founded on ſome apprehended ab- 
ſurdities in the notions entertained concerning 
the inſpiration of thoſe Scriptures. Allowing 
therefore that the account, which I have given 
of their inſpiration, be rational and credible in 
itſelf; the proof that thoſe Scriptures were di- 
vinely inſpired, lies within a very narrow com- 
paſs, and may be comprehended in a few words. 
Now there are three very ſatisfactory evidences 
to be produced in confirmation of this import- 
ant truth; which conſidered, in a collective 
view, leave but little room for doubt to a can- 
did and ingenuous enquirer. 


Firſt. 


. 


Firſt. Many parts of the ſacred Scriptures 
carry with them the certain marks and ſignatures 
of a divine inſpiration. A character of divi- 
nity is, as it were, engraven on thoſe ſacred 
pages; and diſcovers itſelf by it's own intrinſic 
ſplendor and. evidence. They ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, and hold forth the proof and arguments 
of their inſpiration to every one, who will ſeri- 
ouſly enquire into, and attend to them, Of 
this kind are the writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets.. 


If every other evidence was wanting; the 
law, which he eſtabliſhed ; the ſacrifices, rites, 
and ceremonies, which he appointed ; would 
be an abundant atteſtation to the inſpiration of 
Moſes. The apoſtle to the Hebrews obſerves ; 
ch. x. 1. That the law had a ſhadow of good 
things to come.” And ſpeaking on the ſame 
ſubject to the Coloſſians he ſays ; chap. ii. 17. 
Which are a ſhadow of things to come, but 
the body is of Chriſt.” By which he means, 
that the various inſtitutions of the law were de- 
ſigned to be types and figures of the diſpenſa- 
tion of God's grace and mercy, and of our re- 
demption from ſin and death by Chriſt. And 
this truth the apoſtle in his epiſtle to the He- 
brews has ſo beautifully and clearly illuſtrated 
in a variety of inſtances, that it will ſcarcely 
admit of any doubt with candid and unpreju- 


diced perſons. 
For 


( 58 


For example. The facrifice on the great 
day of atonement, when the high prieft 
entered into the moſt holy place with blood, 
which he ſprinkled on the mercy ſeat, to 
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i make atonement for the fins of all the peo- | 
N ple; and the vei}, which was drawn before the | 

Z moſt holy place, into which it was permitted 

. to none, except the high prieſt, to enter, and 2 

i þ that bur once in a year; are plain and lively , 
1 * , N * : 

N by prefigurations of our Lord's prieſthood, of his 

_ | 8 8 

47 dying, and riſing again, and entering into the 

1 moſt holy places not made with hands, even ; 

3 into heaven itſelf; to confirm the promiſe of ; 

1 pardon, falvation and eternal life to ſinners; , 
Wt and to aſſure us of our intereſt in the mercy 

We and favourable acceptance of God; ſo that 

18 a . h 
1| now we can addreſs ourſelves to him in full [ 
RY 1; . P 

1, confidence of hope. Whoſoever ſeriouſly ex- : 
14 amines the ſtriking relemblance, which theſe 

AY . | . . WW 
b things bear to each other, will ſcarcely ſee any |: 
in room or doubt, that Chriſt was the great High * 

. Prieſt prefigured in the law; that the great ſa- 
1H crifice ef atonement anſwered the grand pur- * 
1 poſe of it's inſtitution, only by pointing to the 

3 . CC 
$ [ offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for U 
14 1 | | 
=.) all, to cleanſe our coniciences from dead works; ; 
1 f T 

iq | and that the veil of the moſt holy place, actu- 4; 

. ally rent in twain at our Saviour's crucifixion, 

53 11 (e ' T 
Wo! was taken away, when * Chriſt opened for us a of 
bl | 


new and living way, to enable us to come boldly 
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to the throne of grace, that we may find mercy, 


and receive grace to help in every time of need.” 
If then the law was eflabliſhed, as introductory 
to the future diſpenſation of the goſpel ; if it's 
rabernacles, ſacrifices, and inſtitytion have a 
plain reference to a new ſcene of providence 
and grace, to be opened and unfolded under 


| Chriſt; and if thoſe groſs and carnal things 


were ſhadows and faint reſemblances of more 
divine and heavenly things to come: ſurely 
Moſes muſt be under the immediate direction 
and influence of that God, who plans, works, 
and accompliſhes all things according to the 
counſel of his own will. 


But Moſes has another internal evidence of 
his inſpiration in common with all the other 
Prophets. And 1t 1s this: Thole prophecies, 
which abound throughout their writings, and 
which have been from one age to another, even 
to the preſent, continually fulfilling, do plainly 
teſtify ; that the authors of thoſe records, in 
which thoſe prophecies are preſerved, muſt of 
neceſſity have received thoſe extraordinary dif- 
coveries from that God, © who changeth the 
times 'and the ſeaſons, who revealeth the deep 
and ſecret things, who knoweth what is in the 
darkneſs, and with whom the light dwelleth.” 
To enter into a diſcuſſion of the accompliſh 
ment of thoſe prophecies at large would at 
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every ſtep be attended with encrealing wonder, 


and conviction, that the authors of them muſt 
have received their light and illumination from 
on high. At preſent let it ſuffice, that I refer 
you to the amazing accompliſhment of thoſe 
glorious prophecies of the Old Teſtament re- 
ſfpe&ing the Meſſiah, his ſufferings, his death, 
his reſurrection, his kingdom, the ſwift progreſs 
of the goſpel among all nations, and the uni- 
verſal reception of it. And when we ſce with 
what plainneſs they = teſtified before-hand the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
follow :” we can ſcarcely want any farther teſti- 
mony to confirm us in the full perſuaſion; 
that the Spirit of Chriſt was in thoſe writers; 
and © that holy men of God ſpake, and wrote, 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghott.” 


The ſame remark may be made on, and the 
ſame concluſion drawn from, the prophecies of 
the New Teſtament relating to the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem ; the rejection, diſperſion, and con- 
tinuance of the Jews, as a diſtinct and ſeperate 
people: as well as thoſe relating to the grand 
apoſtacy and falling away in the chriſtian 
church; and to“ that man of ſin the ſon of per- 
dition,” who now ſtands ſo fully and manifeſtly 
revealed; that we may with firm confidence 
depend upon the perfe& accompliſhment of 
what remains concerning him; and joyfully 


look forward to that time, when the Lord 
ſhall 
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ſhall conſume that wicked one with the ſpirit 
of his mouth, and deſtroy him with the bright- 
nels of his coming.” Again, 


Secondly. With reſpect to the writers of the 
Old Teftament, the teſtimony of Chriſt and bis 
apoſtles afford all Chriſtians the moſt indiſputa- 
ble evidence of their inſpiration. We who 
are Chriſtians, and believe Chriſt and his apoſ- 
tles to be divine teachers, have no need of 
ſeeking for any farther proof of the divine 
inſpiration of the writers of the Old Teſtament. 
Since throyghout all the diſcourſes and writ- 
ings of Chriſt and his apoſtles, the writings of 
the Old Teſtament. are every where ſpoken of 
as divinely inſpired writings; and treated and 
conſidered, as the oracles of God, If then we 
believe Jeſus to be the ſon of God, and the 
light of the world; if we believe, that his 
apoſtles. after him taught only the things which 
they had heard from God, and the truths which 
they had received from the ſpirit of truth; 
ſurely nothing can yield us fo firm a conviction 
of the divine inſpiration of thoſe ancient books; 
nothing can ſo fully ſatisfy us, that they are 
the oracles of God; nothing can ſo effectually 
prevail with us to read, conſult, and ſtudy them 
with the profoundeſt reverence and ſubmiſſion ; 
as this teſtimony of Chriſt and his apoſtles. Bur 


farther, 
Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. With reſpe& to the books of the 


New Teſta nent, a convincing evidence of their 
inſpiration ariſeth from the inconteſtible proofs, 
wh ch the writers of them had before given, of 
their beingdivinely inſpired men. The writers of 
thoſe Scriptures werenoother than the evangeliſts 
and apoſtles of Chriſt, who had been ſent forth 
to preach the Goſpel, and to whom © God had 
borne witneſs both with ſigns, and wonders, and 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
And fo illuſtrious were the miracles, which they 
performed, that innumerable multitudes were 
every where convinced themſelves, and gave the 
moſt authentic and inconteſtible atteſtation to 
their divine character and commiſſion. They 
had travelled through the nations, and had in 
every place diffuſed the knowledge of Chrift, 
and the light of his Goſpel. In ſpite of the 
oppoſition raiſed againſt them by the powers of 
darkneſs ; in ſpite of the eſtabliſhed idolatries 
of the world; in ſpite of mens religious preju- 


dices and carnal intereſts; they had opened 


men's eyes, turned them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Saran unto God.“ 
„Thanks be unto God (ſays St. Paul, 2 Cor. ii. 
14.) who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, 
and maketh-manifeſt the ſavour of his know- 
ledge by us in every place.” So that the cha- 


racter of theſe men had been every where aſcer- 


tained, and ſatisfactorily proved, as men ſent 
of 
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of God to preach the glorious goſpel of his Son 
as having received the truths, which they. 
preached, from Heaven; as being led into all 
truth by the ſpirit of God; and as worthy of 
being univerſally believed and obeyed in all 
things relating to faith and ſalvation, After 
thoſe men had given theſe full proofs of their 
heing under the ſacred influence and direction 
of the Spirit of God; and had been qualified 
for preaching the Goſpel by a ſupernatural light 
and inſpiration : when thoſe very men wrote the 
life and doctrines of their maſter; an account 
of his religion; and an explanation of the di- 
vine truths and diſcoveries of his goſpel; it 
will not admit of a doubt, but that they wrote 
under the influence of the ſameſpirit, under which 
they taught; and that their writings, as well as 
theirdiſcourſes, demand all the belief and reverence 
due to the infallible oracles of the living God. 


Having given this conciſe view of the foun- 
dation on which the evidence of the inſpiration 
of the Holy Scriptures is built, nothing remains, 
but to enforce a due reverence of thoſe ſacred 
and inſpired writings. 


Firſt, Let us all ſearch theſe ſcriptures with 
great Care and attention; and labour to acquaint 
ourſelves with the genuine truths and diſcove- 
rics of this revelation, The Bible is the word 
of God. It is not the compoſition of weak 

and 
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and imperfect men like ourſelves. God, our 
univerſal parent, and ſupreme Lord and Judge, 
here condeſcends to impart to us his mind and 
will. It is not the offspring of meer human 
wiſdom, the unaſſiſted production of even the 
moſt ſtudious, learned, and enlightened among 
men ; all whoſe writings have a great mixture of 
ignorance and "uncertainty, error and falſhood. 
Tt is ſent down from the glorious fountain of all 
knowledge, the pure courſe of light and truth. 
With the lowlieſt humility and ſubmiſſion then 
ſhould we receive from the great God thoſe re- 
vealed diſcoveries of his will, and reſt our faith 
upon their authority. With the higheſt delight 
and pleaſure ſhould we ſearch thoſe divine ora- 
cles, where God ſends out his light and truth to 
lead and guide us; and from whence we may 
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hope to derive knowledge and wiſdom, with- | 
out danger of being miſled and deceived by 
them. | : 

Moreover ; it is a volume containing truths ; 
of the ſublimeſt nature and importance: not 
calculated indeed to amuſe and entertain; but in 
the higheſt ſenſe edifying and inſtructive: not 2 
trifling and ſpeculative; but moſt cloſely k 
Eonnected with our duty and happineſs: not f 
ſuch as the world was before acquainted with; 7 
but ſuch as the wiſeſt and beſt men had dili- tl 
gently enquired after, but could not find, In ti 


this 
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this view the ſcriptures of: the Old Teſtament 
deſerve our higheſt eſtimation and regard. To 
account for the creation of the world, was 
eſteemed a ſubject of the abſtruſeſt kind, and 
involved in inſuperable difficulties. The great- 
eſt philoſophers ſoon loſt themſelves in the en- 
quiry, and ſunk into the ſtrangeſt abſurdities. 
Whereas the writings of Moſes afford us a 
ſhort; and conciſe account of the origin of 
this vaſt and glorious univerſe: that it was 
formed by the infinitely ſkilful hand of God, 
and finiſhed and perfefted by his unerr- 
ing wiſdom and goodneſs. A diſcovery, this, 
which places ourſelves, and the great world 
around us, in the moſt deſirable point of view, 
as the offspring of God, and contiqually. under 
the protection of his fatherly providence :, molt 
worthy of our faith; moſt admirably calculated 
to cheriſh within us every devout affection to- 
wards the glorious Parent of all; and molt 
productive of peace, comfort, hope, and joy 
do us. | 


A nothing was accounted more difficult, 
nothing was more ardently enquired after, no- 
thing was thought of greater importance; 
to find out the origin of moral and AY 


evil. The writings of Moſes inſtru us in 


this important truth concerning the introduc- 


tion of ſin and death into the world. More- 


F over; 
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over; with all the natural aids of reaſon and 
underſtanding, and all the boaſted: acquire- 
ments of learning and philoſophy, the world 


lay buried in the thickeſt darkneſs of. idolatry, 


corruption, and vice, Theſe ancient ſcriptures 
reveal to men that firſt great principle of all 
religion, the unity of God ; ſupplies us. with 


the moſt honourable ſentiments of his character 


and government; and teaches us to worſhip and 
adore him, as the living and true God, and ever- 
_ * | 


And ſtill i The Sadie hold out to 
men's view and expectation the future coming 
of a glorious perſon; who was to introduce 
them into a ſtate of more improved light and 
knowledge, joy and felicity. This ſure word 
of prophecy was as a light that ſhined in a dark 
place, until the day dawned, and the day-ſtar 
aroſe.” To which ſeaſon if we carry forward 
our thoughts, and turn our view to the ſcrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament ; we ſhall find there 
« all the treaſures of wiſdom and *nowledge 
hid.“ While the world by wiſdom knew not 
God ; Jeſus Chriſt appeared, not only to reveal 
the father to a benighted world, but to unfold 
all the counſels of his grace and mercy, re- 
lating to the eternal ſalvation of - ſinners. 
Under a ſenſe of guilt, and under the con- 

dem- 
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demnation of death, the gracious promiſe of 
pardon and forgiveneſs is held forth to the 
deſponding mind. Thoſe who are in bon- 
dage through the fears of death, the goſpel in- 
ſpires with the full aſſurance of a reſurrection 
to life and immortality. Amidſt the dark- 
neſs, which before hung over the inviſible 
world, the goſpel has unfolded the ſtates of 
good and bad men after death; aſcertained the 
truth, and deſcribed the glories and terrors of 
the final judgment; opened to our view the 


heavenly kingdom of God; and animated us 


with the proſpe& of the pure, perfect, and 
everlaſting felicity of all his faithful ſervants : in 


a word the goſpel contains a diſcovery of every 


truth, which ſtands connected with our peace 


and comfort here, and happineſs for ever. 


How invaluable then are thoſe ſacred records, 
as a repoſitory of all the great principles of 
ſubſtantial wiſdom; and as a glorious luminary, 


throwing light on all the important intereſts 


of man, and diffuſing truth and knowledge of 
the ſüblimeſt kind? With what ſerious and 


faithful attention, with what cate and diligence 


ſhould we apply ourſelves to examine them, 
and to gain a comprehenſive view of their diſ- 
ould we be of ac- 


quieſcing in the repreſentations, which others 
. may 
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may give us of thoſe ſacred truths; either 
through indolence, and an avetſion to the labour 
of examining for ourſelves; or through an undue 
reverence of any human judgment whatſoever: 
Leſt we thereby miſs the knowledge of the truths 
of God; and through our own credulity, ſuffer 
ourſelves to be deluded by the groundleſs opin- 
ions of weak and fallible men? And if any 
thing can prevail with us to ſearch thoſe ſcrip- 


tures z to be thus ſerious and attentive, careful 


and diligent; faithful to ourſelves; and reſo- 
Jute to ſee with our own eyes, and judge by 
our own underſtanding : ſurely this conſidera- 
tion will have the deſired effect upon us. That 
the revelation of God's word concerns. all the 
great intereſts of our being. Our happineſs 
in time, and through eternity, all our ſublime 
hopes of life, glory, and immortality beyond 
the grave, depend upon the truth and Far 
of thoſe gracious diſcoveries. 


Secondly. Permit me to addreſs a few 
words to. thoſe, who ſuſtain the character of 
miniſters of this word of God. Here then, 
my brethren, we have a volume of heavenly 
and infallible truth unfolded to. our view, in 


which are contained all the treaſures of know- 


ledge and wiſdom; the counſels of God, the 
inſtructions of life and immortality. And it is 
the indiſpenſible duty. of him, who takes upon 

him- 
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himſelf to explain thoſe ſcriptures, to give his 
hearers a faithful repreſentation of what he ap- 
prehends to be the genuine and undiſguiſed 
truths contained in them. This his duty to 
his people, and his duty to God, requires 
from him. To ptetend to explain any author; 
and yet wilfully to conceal and dilguiſe the 
genuine truths contained in that author; is to 
trifle with his hearers, to abuſe their confidence 
in him, and to leave them in the ſame ſtate of 
ignorance, in which he found them. But ſuch 
a conduct becomes exceedingly criminal, when 
the ſacred oracles of God' come to be explained. 
When a miniſter of the goſpel takes this book 
into his hands; it ought to be with the deepeſt 
reverence of its truths, and with a lively ſenſe 
of how great importance it is to his people to 
entertain Juſt ſentiments, and a right know- 
ledge of thoſe truths. When he unfolds there- 
fore' thoſe ſacred oracles to his people, after a 
due examination of them himſelf ; he ought to 
deliver his judgment of the momentous truths 
and inſtructions, contained in them, with an 
unreſerved fimplicity and plainneſs. He muſt 
not be guilty. of any artful concealments/and 
miſrepteſentations, in order to accommodate 
himſelf to the popular opinions, the miſguided 
humours, or criminal paſſions of men. Nay, 
he mult not conſult the preconceived notions or 
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opinions of thoſe, who attend on his miniſtry, 
that on the one hand he may avoid giving them 
offence ; or on the other that he may favour 
their prejudices, and gain their applauſe. If 
he thus pleaſes men, he will not be the ſervant 
of Chriſt. On the contrary, his only concern 
ſhould be; to communicate fairly and impar- 
tially, what he apprehends to be the great 
truths of the goſpel z to preſs upon his hearers, 
with a becoming boldneſs and freedom, an 
obedience to its holy precepts and inſtituions ; 
and to diſplay in the ſtrongeſt light it's glorious 
promiſes and awful threatenings. This is © to 
renounce the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not 
walking in. craftineſs, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully; but by manifeſtation of 
the truth recommending himſelf to every man's 
conſcience in the fight of God.“ Hereby he 
will manifeſt his reverence of the great God, 
and his ſupreme concern to approve himſelf in 
his ſight; his fidelity. to his divine Savioyr, 
and zeal to diffuſe the knowledge of his truth, 
and to promote the real intereſts of his king- 
dom; and at the ſame time, his earneſt deſire 
to enlighten the underſtandings, and amend 
the hearts of his hearers, and build them up 
in faith, in hope, in purity, unto everlaſting 
life. In a word, hereby he will ſhew himfelf 
nobly determined to follow the path which duty 


pointy 
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points out to him, ſuperior to the cenſures and 


reproaches of men; and that he prefers the ſi- 
lent teſtimony of an approving conſcience, 
and the. tranſporting hope of an approving 
God; to every mean and ſordid view, to all 
temporal advantages, and to all the applauſes 
of an  Wjudging world. | | 


Beſides upon . examining with care and 
diligence thoſe divine records, and faithfully de- 
livering to his people the genuine truths of 
thoſe ſacred oracles; depends the whole dignity 
of his character, and weight of his inſtruc- 
tions. When the ſcribes and phariſees fate in 
the chair of Moſes; when they delivered to 
the people the precepts | and inſtructions of 
Moſes, and under the ſanction of his au- 
thority ;, it was the command of Chriſt him- 
ſelf to the Jes, All whatſoever they bid 
you obſerve; that obſerve and do.“ But when, 


inſtead of ſitting in the chair of Moſes, they 


preſumed to fit in their own chair; to add pre- 


cepts of their own to thoſe of Moles; to pre- 


tend to inſtruct men in divine things, beyond 
what their great prophet, had communicated z 
or to enforce obedience to their own authori- 
tative deciſions : there remained no longer the 


leaſt ground for paying any reverence to their 


character, or obedience to their dictates. It 
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is the ſame with the miniſter of the goſpel. 
As long as he ſits in the chair of the evange- 
liſts and apoſtles; and manifeſts a ſupreme and 
ardent concern to make known unto men the 
unadulterated truths of the inſpired ſcriptures, 
and the pure diſcoveries of the ſpirit of God: 
ſo long he will ſecure the reverence of all wiſe, 
and candid, and good men; and may challenge 
the attention of his hearers to his inſtructions 
by an authority higher than his o.]n. But if 
on the contrary, he ſubſtitutes ſpeculations and 
conceits of his own, in the room of the im- 
portant truths of revelation; and ſhews himſelf 
eager and contentious to eſtabliſh the deciſions 
of men, as ſtandards for interpreting the ora- 
cles of God: he will not only be unfaithful 
to the truſt repoſed in him, as a miniſter of the 
word; but inevitably fall himſelf into univer- 
fal contempt: unleſs perhaps among thoſe 
whoſe approbation and reverence the wiſe man 
places little value on, the ignorant and preju- 
diced, the enthuſiaſt and I. 


In a'word, without looking -up with a ſu- 
preme reverence to the inſpired ſcriptures for 
light and knowledge; and drawing all his in- 
ſtructions from thoſe fountains of pure, unde- 
filed truth; a miniſter of Chriſt cannot anſwer 
the important, the infinitely important end of 
. * his 
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his miniſtrations; which is, to learn himſelf, 
and teach others, the path of life and immor- 
tality; whereas if he makes theſe his ſole ſtan- 
dard, he will both ſave himſelf, and (if it be 
not their own fault) will ſave them that hear 
him. For all ſcripture is given by inſpiration 
of God; and is profitable for dofrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
neſs. That the man of God may be perfett, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works, 
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